
1 
 

Raid the Budget: 
Unexplainable Federally-funded Objects (UFOs) 

 
Forget Area 51.  The real UFOs—unexplainable federally-funded objects— the government is 
hiding can be found by raiding the budget.  The close encounters with Washington’s out-of-this-
world spending include: 
 
 
A Flying Saucer that Abducts Taxpayer Dollars – $222  Million 
 
While UFO enthusiasts will be disappointed no remnants of recovered UFOs are being held at 
Area 51, the federal government is, in fact, holding onto the remains of a crashed Martian flying 
saucer.1  The NASA spacecraft, known as the Low-Density Supersonic Decelerator, was being 
designed to land on Mars.2  The parachute intended to slow its descent during entry of the red 
planet’s atmosphere, however, failed during test flights, causing it to crash.3  As a result, the 
flop of a flying saucer was mothballed after abducting $222 million from taxpayers.4 
 

 
NASA’s Martian flying saucer abducted $222 million from taxpayers, but never made it to Mars. 
 
 
Tickets to a Martian New Year’s Party – $30,000 
 
NASA sent a manned mission to Mars earlier this year to attend a galactic gathering celebrating 
the red planet’s new year.5  That would be Mars, Pennsylvania, a borough outside of Pittsburgh, 
not our celestial neighbor.6  Since it takes the planet Mars twice as long as Earth to complete a 
trip around the sun,7 the party occurs every two years.  The three-day event, which is “much 
more than just a champagne toast a midnight,”8 includes a sci-fi costume contest, live music, 
fireworks, and a brew fest as well as exhibits and presentations.9  The cost to taxpayers for 
NASA’s attendance at the Martian New Year’s parties since 2015 is about $30,000.10  The 
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agency claims “participation in the Mars Festival in Mars, Pennsylvania, is consistent with both 
the education part of its mission and its work towards Mars exploration.”11  The next Martian 
New Year is February 7, 2021. 12 
 

 
NASA sends a manned mission to Mars, Pennsylvania every two years to attend the Martian 

New Year’s party. 
 
 
Interplanetary Pizza Delivery with Alien Toppings – $125,000 
 
Cheese and pepperoni may be the most popular pizza toppings here on Earth, but a slice served 
in space could be covered with crushed bugs and grass clippings.  These “alternative 
ingredients” may be alien to Earthlings, but were on the menu for the interplanetary pizza 
delivery service being planned by NASA using a special 3-D printer.13  The space agency spent 
$125,000 developing the technology,14 but the pizza printer was grounded along with the plans 
for a manned mission to Mars.15  
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The alien toppings on NASA’s interplanetary pizza pies include crushed bugs and grass clippings. 
 
 
UFO Roadshow to Roswell – $15,000 
 
A UFO landed in Rowell, New Mexico.  The site of the alleged UFO crash landing in 1947 was 
just one of the locations “a large-scale UFO sculpture” touched down in 2017 as part of a 
federally-funded “UFO Roadshow.”  The UFO’s “road-trip across the country” was intended “to 
provoke conversation surrounding public hoax, myth-making, and the absurd.”16  What’s really 
absurd is that the project was paid for by taxpayers, with a $15,000 grant from the National 
Endowment for the Arts.17   
 

 
This UFO landed in Roswell, New Mexico, as part of a “UFO Roadshow” paid for by taxpayers. 

 
 
Alien Invasion and Zombie Apocalypse Survival Guides – $??? 
 
“In case of an alien invasion, do not attempt to save humankind all by yourself.  If an alien asks 
you to take it to your leader, buy yourself some time by showing it a Lady Gaga music video and 
dial 9-1-1 while it watches,” the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) advises in a 
facetious website post.18   The public health agency also offers a “Zombie Preparedness” 
graphic novel,19 which a CDC official even handed out at the “Zombie Summit: How to Survive 
the Inevitable Zombie Apocalypse” held at New York Comic Con.20  CDC claims the “tongue-in-
cheek campaign to engage new audiences with preparedness messages has proven to be a very 
effective platform.”21  An independent review, however, concluded the CDC’s paranormal 
propaganda does not increase the public’s knowledge or preparation for emergencies and “may 
also trivialize the topic.”22  It also wastes taxpayer dollars (the cost to produce and promote 
these is not yet available). 
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has produced paranormal preparation guides, 

offering tongue-in-cheek advice for surviving an alien invasion and a zombie apocalypse. 
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