
   
 

   
 

 
 
 
  

 
December 17, 2020 

 
Acting Secretary Chris Miller  
Secretary of Defense  
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1010 
 
Dear Acting Secretary Miller,  
 
I am writing to assist our servicemembers and their families who may be about to face further financial strains 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. As you know, in August 2020 President Trump ordered the temporary 
deferment of payroll taxes for military servicemembers and civilian employees. This deferment will end at the 
end of this year. The Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) will begin collection of these deferred 
taxes from the military pay of our troops as well as civilians beginning with their January 2021 paychecks. 
 
The coronavirus pandemic has presented many challenges for military families across the country. There are 
troubling reports of record numbers of military families who are seeking help from food banks because of 
spousal unemployment or other reasons such as needing to assist other family members.  Notably, military 
servicemembers were not allowed to opt out or to provide consent for this deferment of their payroll taxes.  
  
I request that the Department of Defense further delay the collection of these taxes until October 1, 2021 so that 
military troops do not see their pay cut at this time and so that Congress may consider legislative options to 
address this issue. During these challenging times, I also urge the Pentagon to proactively notify military 
servicemembers on exactly how much military pay will potentially be collected by DFAS and ensure that all the 
chain of command and DFAS are providing accurate and individual information for servicemembers and their 
families.  
  
Thanks to the amazing work of the military on vaccine production through Operation Warp Speed, the end of 
the coronavirus pandemic is near. I remain deeply committed to working with you and your Department to 
ensure that all military servicemembers and their families are supported by our nation. I look forward to 
receiving your response.  
  

Sincerely, 
       
 
 
        Joni K. Ernst 

United States Senator 


