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April 27, 2026

The Honorable Todd Blanche
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20530

RE: Referral for potential Federal Records Act violation by concealment and/or attempted
concealment of federal Small Business Administration (SBA) records regarding Planned
Parenthood SBA loans and loan-forgiveness communications.

Dear Acting Attorney General Blanche:

What does Benghazi have to do with the abortion provider Planned Parenthood?

I write to ask the Department of Justice (DOJ) to open an investigation into the possible unlawful
concealment and attempted concealment of federal records by President Biden’s Small Business
Administration officials, and potentially their White House colleagues, in their official emails

regarding Planned Parenthood, the nation’s largest abortion provider.

SBA GENERAL COUNSEL ATTEMPTS TO CONCEAL HER PLANNED PARENTHOOD-RELATED
RECORDS BY TITLING THEM “BENGHAZI”

In 2021, Peggy Hamilton, the then-SBA General Counsel, deliberately crafted the subject line in
her official, government email correspondence to conceal, and/or attempt to conceal, her email
records from Congressional and public federal record inquiries.

Referring to Planned Parenthood loans, the SBA General Counsel made her email subject
line, “Benghazi (PPP/PPH) Decisions”.

----- Criginal Appointment-----
From: Hamiltan, Peggy Delinais <Peggy. Hamilton@ sha. gove
Sent: Friday, April 30, 2021 12:53 PM

Subject: Benghazl [PPR/PPH) Decisions
When: Monday, May 3, 2031 4,00 BM-5:00 PR (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time [US & Canada).
Where:

This time warks for most. Decisions to be made (as | see them). Feel free to add to decision tree,
1. Complete loan review

To: Hamilton, Peggy Delinois; Griffin, Antwaun D,; Kelley, Patrick; Krupnick, Daniel E. [Termp); Corley, Kendall L.; Wheeler, Kevin J,

2. Investigate {prior decisions)
3, Provide applicant documents
4. Release Hald Codes
3. Respond to Applicants
&, Respond ta Hill
7. Engage WH
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Under 18 U.S.C. §2071, an individual who “willfully and unlawfully conceals, removes,
mutilates, obliterates, or destroys, or attempts to,” conceal any federal record can be fined and
imprisoned for up to three years.

DOJ should investigate SBA officials’ record concealments related to a series of meetings and
emails, including an April 30, 2021, email from Peggy Hamilton, the SBA General Counsel, with
“Benghazi (PPP/PPH) Decisions” in the subject line. This email appears to be the originating
email for what became a months-long thread about Planned Parenthood’s SBA loans and the
entity’s loan forgiveness requests.

The context of Hamilton’s email, as subsequent SBA emails elucidate, is whether or not the
Biden administration would require the repayment of COVID-era Paycheck Protection Program
(PPP) loans made to potentially ineligible Planned Parenthood affiliates and how the SBA would
respond to Congressional inquiries over its decisions.

2

THE TIMING OF CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT REVEALS SBA OFFICIALS’ INTENT TO CONCEAL

Pro-life Members of Congress, rightly, were outraged to learn that SBA had provided over $80
million in COVID small business loans to the nation’s largest abortion provider and 38 of its
affiliates, who applied for loans through local financial institutions while self-certifying as to
their eligibility.’

On April 30, 2020, over 90 Members of Congress, from both the House and the Senate, sent a
letter to SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza, noting that under the rules of the CARES Act a
nonprofit that exceeds 500 employees, as Planned Parenthood did, was not a small business and
should be deemed “disqualified from PPP loans.” The members asked the SBA to issue a
determination as to whether Planned Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA), and all of its
affiliates, are officially “affiliated” under SBA regulations, and whether, therefore, Planned
Parenthood was ineligible for Paycheck Protection Program loans.*

On May 19, 2020, SBA sent letters to numerous Planned Parenthood affiliates informing them
they were ineligible for SBA loans, loans meant for employers with under 500 employees, with
SBA requesting additional paperwork and potential repayment of improperly awarded SBA loans
due to SBA affiliation rules.’

On May 22, 2020, a little less than a year before Hamilton began concealing discussions as
“Benghazi,” 127 pro-life Members of Congress, including 33 Senators, sent a letter to SBA
Administrator Jovita Carranza and the U.S. Attorney General, requesting a full investigation into
how Planned Parenthood affiliates applied for and received Paycheck Protection Program loans,
including whether they misrepresented their eligibility.® The same day, 41 abortion-supporting
Senators sent a letter accusing the SBA of politically motivated actions and defending the
eligibility of Planned Parenthood affiliates to get PPP loans.” To say the issue of SBA loans to
Planned Parenthood was politically hot is an understatement.

It is important that any investigation into potential Federal Records Act violations take into
consideration the multiple interactions between Congress and the SBA in the months leading up
to and following Hamilton’s 2021 “Benghazi” email:



X/
°e

On February 3, 2021, then-SBA Administrator nominee Isabella Guzman testified before the
Senate Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship for her confirmation hearing,
where I described how Planned Parenthood affiliates were illegally obtaining loans from the
PPP loan program and asked for her commitment to follow the law.®

On February 12, 2021, a group of 48 House Republicans sent a letter to then-SBA Acting
Administrator Tami Perriello, noting Planned Parenthood and its affiliates had received $80
million in funding meant for small and struggling businesses, though Planned Parenthood
and its affiliates were “not eligible” based on SBA’s rules on affiliations and size. SBA was
asked, “what the SBA will do to get PPP funds back from PPFA and other abortion providers
and what measures the SBA is taking to deny PPP funding to these ineligible businesses.” ’

On March 24, 2021, during a Senate Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship
hearing, Senators questioned then-SBA Associate Administrator Patrick Kelley about new
information indicating Planned Parenthood affiliates had received a second round of PPP
loans, despite SBA’s prior 2020 determination finding the abortion providers were
ineligible. '

On March 25, 2021, 25 Republican Senators sent a letter to then-SBA Administrator Isabel
Guzman demanding an investigation into how Planned Parenthood affiliates obtained PPP
loans in violation of SBA affiliation rules.!!

On April 15, 2021, 10 Senators sent a letter to SBA Administrator Guzman about what we
called the “unlawful participation of the Planned Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA)”
in the COVID-era PPP program. '2

On April 16, 2021, House Republicans sent a letter to SBA Administrator Guzman and
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen questioning the approval and potential forgiveness of PPP
loans to Planned Parenthood and its affiliates and calling for an investigation. Their letter
specifically asked for the steps the agency took once Planned Parenthood aftiliates were
deemed ineligible for SBA loans.'?

On April 30, 2021, at 12:51 pm, with millions of tax dollars in dispute, SBA’s top lawyer,
Peggy Hamilton, starts her email chain about Planned Parenthood and inexplicitly titles her
email record “Benghazi (PPP/PPH) Decisions”. She also notes one of the “Decisions to be
made” was “Respond to Hill,” referring to Capitol Hill.

-----Original Appointment--—-

From: Hamilton, Peggy Delinois <Peggy.Hamillon@ sbha. gove

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2021 12:53 PM

To: Hamilton, Peggy Delinois; Griffin, Antwaun D.; Kelley, Patrick; Kruprick, Daniel E. (Temp); Corley, Kendall L.; Wheeler, Kevin 1,
subject: Benghazl (PPP/PPH) Declslons

When: Monday, May 3, 2021 4:00 Ph-5:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (U5 & Canada).

‘Where:

This time warks for most. Decisions to be made (a5 | see them), Feel free to add to decision tree,
1. Complete loan review
2. Investigate (prior decisions)
3. Provide applicant documents
4, Release Hold Codes
5. Respend ta Applicants
&. Respond ta Hill
7. Engage WH




* On April 30, 2021, less than four hours after her “Benghazi” email, at 4:19 pm, SBA’s
General Counsel Peggy Hamilton, sends a direct message to the SBA Chief of Staff Antwaun
Griffin exposing what she meant by writing “Benghazi” earlier in the day via email.
Hamilton writes, “Can I schedule a meeting so we can decision Benghazi (Planned
Parenthood)?” Griffin goes along with the coded language in his reply sent one minute later,
“Yes, let’s talk Benghazi.”

"Hamilton, Peggy Delincis" <Peggy.Hamilton@sba.gov>  4/30/2021 419 PM

Hello. Can | schedule a meeting so we can decision Benghazi (Planned Parenthood)?

"Griffin, Antwaun D." <Antwaun.Griffin@sba.gov>  4/30/2021 4.20 PM

Yes, let's talk Benghazi. Invite Kendall and Dan Krupnick

+* On May 4, 2021, SBA’s Peggy Hamilton, still using her Benghazi subject line, lays out an
eight-point plan in an email she marked with “High” importance, including that the
“OCA/OGC will begin work on reviewing loans to non-profit PPP applicants to decision
whether affiliation bars eligibility.”'* Again, prior SBA decisions were that Planned
Parenthood itself and many of its affiliates applying for small business loans, were too large
for the program due to their corporate relationship structure and affiliation.

From: Hamiltan, Peggy Delinais <Peggy Hamilton@sha. gows
Sent: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 12:07 PM
T Griffin, Antwaun D. <Anbwaun. Griffin@sba.gove Kelley, Patrick <Fatrick. Kellay@sba.gove; Krupnick, Daniel E. (Temp) <Daniel. Krupnick@sha.gove: Corley,

Kendall L. <Xandall.Carlay@sha gove: Wheelar, Kevin J. <Kevin. Wheeler@sha govs
Subject: RE: Benghazl (PPP/PPH) Declslans
Importance: High

Attarney/Client Communication
Privileged and Confidential

Greatings,

Thank you all for a good meeting last night.Here is what | have as our decisions. The arder tracks the decision tree below.
1, OCAS0GE will begin work on reviewing loans ta nen prafit PPP applicants to decision whether afliliation bars eligibility. OGC will provide legal
guldance ta OCA on affiliation rules as applicable to non profit arganizations, OCA will decision conslstent with guidance.
2, 5BA will not *investigata” prior decisions. 5BA will continue to administer loan reviews consistent with applicable law and published guidanca
3, 5BA will not provide any documentation concerning any individual barrowern fact such documentation lies with the Lander (SBA only guarantess
the debt) and is cansiderad confidential by Lendears (like any loan application).
4. Consistent with loan review process described in #1, hold codes will be released. Reguires manual review. Timeline TBD.
5. OGC will draft alatter to respond to applicant rasponsas to May 2020 OCA letter. Said letter will describe process of loan reviews and encourage
applicants to continue fallowing the process outlined in published guidance.
6. OGC will draft a lettar to respond ta Hill inguirieSald letter will mimic the substance of the letter described in 85 above.
7. WH has been engaged. Meed to inform WH as decisions are made. No further action reguired,
8. NEW ITEM: | have confirmead the existance of documeantation on 5BA website that states that PPH is ineligible ) advisa that the documentation be
remaved fram our website.

Lt me know if you have any concerns with the approach or additianal items for consgideration,

Mary thanks,
pE',gE'f'

Peggy Delinols Hamilton

Genaral Counsel

LL5. Small Business Administration
202

Peggy.Hamilioni@sba.gov




It strains credulity to think SBA’s General Counsel Peggy Hamilton was doing anything other
than hiding her Planned Parenthood records from Congressional and public scrutiny and
oversight. That’s not something she is allowed to do under federal law, and, as a lawyer for
almost three decades, she knew that.

" On May 10, 2021 , 10 Republican Additionally, we request:
Senators sent another letter to SBA 1. Complete PPP loan-level data for all PPFA affiliates, as of the date of this letter;
.. . 2. A detailed explanation regarding explaining why the SBA continues to approve PPP
Administrator Guzman pressing for loans to PPFA affiliates despite the agency’s previous determination that they were

i is1 ineligible for PPP;
details, decisions, and documents related W

to PPP loans for Planned Parenthood
affiliates by May 170,15

+* On Sunday, May 16, 2021, SBA Chief of

Staff Antwaun Griffin emailed five of his 3. Unredacted copies of any and all agency decisions; determinations, guidance, policies,
COHeagueS Wlth the Subj eCt line “Re . and/or documents related to PPP loans to PPFA affiliates.
Benghazi (PPP/PPH) DeCiSiOl’lS” Saying Please provide the Committee with this information no later than May 17, 2021,

he was “Circling back on letters. Want to Sy

make sure we get them out this week.” '

On Monday, May 17, 2021, at 8:41 am, fma) ﬂw// W<
Peggy Hamilton, SBA’s General Rand Paul, M.D. —
Counsel, continues the email records P = T

chain and the “Benghazi” subject line . é.‘_‘ /g/
writing simply, “Good morning, @; z/& 4

Understood. Peggy.”!® Tim Scot

Member Member

% On May 19, 2021, 10 Republican R i
Senators on the Senate Small Business 4 T

and Entrepreneurship Committee sent a

letter to SBA Administrator Guzman asking her to prepare to discuss, at our upcoming

hearing, details regarding PPFA affiliate PPP loans and the forgiveness of such loans, actions
taken by SBA to recover unlawfully provided PPP loans from PPFA affiliates, and “The

agency’s overall responsiveness to requests from members of this Committee.” The letter
included an appendix of 23 “Outstanding Committee Information Requests” from March 9,

2021, through May 19, 2021.'7

¢ On May 19, 2021, at 8:40 pm, SBA General Counsel Peggy Hamilton, sends out the “initial
draft response to the Hill” and at 7:38 am on May 20, 2021, she resends the “SBA draft
response with GOP inquiry” and attaches the May 10, 2021, and April 15, 2021, Senate
Planned Parenthood letters to the email. Hamilton keeps the subject line of both email
records as “Re: Benghazi (PPP/PPH) Decisions”. She asks her colleagues to send her any
comments they may have.



From: Hamilton. Peggy Delinois[Peggy. Hamilton(@ sha.gov]

Sent: Thur 5/20/2021 7:38:46 AM Eastern Daylight Time

To: Griffin, Antwaun D[ Antwaun. Griffini@sba.gov]: Kelley. Patrick|Patrick. Kelley@sba,gov]; Krupnick, Daniel E. {Temp)[Daniel. Krupnicksba.gov]: Corley. Kendall L.
[Kcnd.all_(.'nrlt:_'\-'n_’é_‘hha_glw]: Wheeler, Kevin J_[Ktv[n_\f\'h:c'l:r-ﬁf{j:iha.s_auv]

Ce: Plews. Arthur G.[Arthur.Plews(@lsba. gov]

Subject: RE: Benghazi (PPP/PPH) Decisions

Attachment: Affiliation rules overview (for public) v2-508.pdf

Attachment: PPH draflt response.docx

Attachment: 5.10.21_SBC Member Follow Up Letter to the Administrator.pdf

Good morning,

Resending SBA draft response with GOP inquiry for ease of reference.
Please send your feedback by COB today.

Many thanks,

Peggy

¢ On May 21, 2021, Arthur Plews, the SBA’s then-Deputy Chief of Staff, who months later
would become the SBA’s Chief of Staff, emails Peggy Hamilton directly, with the subject
line of his record reading, “Re: Benghazi (PPP/PPH) Decisions”, in which Plews indicates he
is attaching his comments. Hamilton replies 14 minutes later, asking Plews if he has “Any
concerns with tone or approach?” and he replies, “No, I think it meets the need.”'8

The context of these emails — official federal records sent by staff at the highest echelons of
SBA — leaves no doubt that the draft, the discussion, the “Benghazi” decisions were about
Planned Parenthood and their SBA loans, and how SBA was responding to congressional
inquiries about their multi-million-dollar decisions.

=  On May 26, 2021, during a Senate Small Business and Entrepreneurship Committee hearing,
Sen. Rand Paul questioned SBA Administrator Guzman about at least six additional PPP
loans totaling $17.6 million approved for Planned Parenthood affiliates, in what he noted was
a contravention of prior SBA policy.!” He also asked Guzman about SBA records, saying,
“You believe you are above the law...It looks like you are specifically hiding this
information from us.”?° It appears Senator Paul was right.

¢ On May 28, 2021, at 9:34 am, two days after his superior is accused of “hiding” information
in a Congressional hearing, John A. Miller, a longtime SBA employee and then-Deputy
Associate Administrator for the Office of Capital Access, continued Hamilton’s original
email thread using the “Benghazi” subject line, informing the recipients in his email record
that he wanted “to set up a meeting to discuss forgiveness.”?!

From: Miller, John A.[John. Miller@sha.gov]

Sent: Fri 5/28/2021 9:34:03 AM Eastern Daylight Time

To: Kelley, Patrick[Patrick Kelley@sba.gov]; Hamilton, Peggy Delinois[Peggy. Hamilton@sba.gov): Kucharski, Stephen W .[Stephen. Kucharski@sba.gov]: Piccioni. Vanessa K.

[ [@sba.gov]; Kim, Jihoon[ {@sbagov]; Andrews, Martin F_[ (@sbagov]; Seabom, Dianna L[ (wsha.gov]

Ce: Montagna, Nicola S.[Nicola Montagna@@sha gov]; Griffin, Antwaun D [Antwaun. Griffini@sba.gov]: Jackson-DeYoung, Helen R. (Contractor)| Helen Jackson-De Y oungii'sba. gov]
Subject: RE: Benghazi (PPP/PPH) Decisions)i

Good Morning — Patrick and | just spoke and we would like to set up a meeting to discuss forgiveness. Since some are out of the office today, is next Tuesday
good for everyone? | am copying Helen {Becky) to assist with scheduling.




+* On May 28, 2021, at 9:52 am, 18 minutes later, Miller sent an email scheduling a meeting
using the subject line “Benghazi (PPP/PPH) Decisions”.?? With his chosen event title and
subject line, if someone tried to search for government records related to Planned
Parenthood’s loans and loan forgiveness — to fulfill the Congressional records requests —
this meeting would not have appeared, as again it was concealed as “Benghazi.”

————— Criginal Appointment-----

From: Miller, John A. <lohn.Miller@sba.gov>

Sent: Friday, May 28, 2021 9:52 AM

To: Miller, John A.; Hamilton, Peggy Delinois; Kucharski, Stephen W.; Piccioni, Vanessa K.; Kim, Jihoon; Andrews, Martin F.; Seaborn, Dianna L.; Kelley, Patrick;
Bendersan, Erie 5.

Cc: Montagna, Nicola S.; Griffin, Antwaun D,

Subject: Benghazi (PPP/PPH) Decisions

When: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 11:30 AM-12:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time {US & Canada).

Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting

28 May Becky 202-

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer or mobile app

Click here to join the meeting

Or call in (audio only)

+1 202-765-1264, 1260748188 United States, Washington DC
Phone Conference 1D: 126 074 818#

SBA’S TOP OFFICIAL JOINS THE BENGHAZI/PLANNED PARENTHOOD CONCEALMENT EFFORT

+¢* From her official email account, the head of the SBA, Administrator Isabella Guzman
organizes a Microsoft Teams meeting called “Benghazi (PPP/PPH) Decisions” for June
29, 2021. With this email, Administrator Guzman, the head of the Small Business
Administration, also becomes involved in the concealment of federal records relating to
decisions around Planned Parenthood’s federal SBA loans.

From: Gueman, [sabella C.[Isabella. Gusmania!sba. gov |

ﬂrg.anlﬁ.-r: GuzFmai, laabella C.[Tmhe—ll:.ﬁu:'mnrcf hha.gq-'.'|

Attendees: Hamilion, Peggy Delinois; Gritfin, Antwaun D Kellev. Patrick: Kmupnick. Daniel E. (Temp); Corley. Kendall Lo; Wheeler. Kevin 1.
Locathen: Microsoft Teams Meeting

Subject: Benghazl (PPPPPH) Decisions

Importance: Momal

Start Time: Tue 22021 5:30:00 PM Eastern Daylight Time

End Timwe: Tue 629202 1 000200 PAM Eastem Dayvlight Time

Reguired Attendees: Hamilion, Pegey Delinois; Griffing, Antwaun [ Kellev, Patnck: Krupnick, Daniel E. (Temp); Corley, Kendall L.; Whesler, Kevin J.

Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer oF mobile app
Click here to join the meeting
Or call in (audio only)
1 202-T65-1262 841642457  United States, Washington DC
Phone Conference |D: 841 642 457#




This is not the first time Biden administration officials have been caught using misleading
information in emails to avoid records searches.?’

As Congress continued diligently to make inquiries to the Biden Administration seeking records
on the Planned Parenthood loans and loan forgiveness status, due to the officials concealing these

records, standard executive branch record searches likely would be incomplete.

WHAT DID THEY KNOW AND WHEN?

Recipients and respondents in the SBA email chains knew Planned Parenthood was not in or
even remotely related to Benghazi, yet by continuing the email chain and scheduling meetings, it
appears several Biden political appointees, and some SBA employees, were knowingly
concealing or attempting to conceal their records relating to Planned Parenthood. If other SBA
Biden officials are complicit in conspiring with SBA’s General Counsel Peggy Hamilton and
Administrator Guzman to conceal or attempt to conceal federal records and evade public records
retention laws, that is in clear violation of 18 U.S.C. §2071 and deserves investigation for
potential Federal Records Act violations.

While “PPP” in Hamilton’s email records is likely a reference to the SBA loan program, “PPH”
is a citation without any traceable origin. In fact, no one calls Planned Parenthood “PPH” except
Peggy Hamilton and her colleagues. As letters from U.S. Senators requesting SBA documents
demonstrate, the abortion providers are often referred to as PPFA, for the Planned Parenthood
Federation of America, or PP, but not PPH.?* By adding an H to PP, there may be an additional
attempt by Hamilton to intentionally conceal federal records from searches by avoiding Planned
Parenthood’s common abbreviation.

The Honorable Kelly Loeffler
March 7, 2025
Page 3 of 3

11. Unredacted copies of any and all agency decisions, determinations, guidance, policies, and/or
documents related to PPP loans to PPFA affiliates.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this important matter. If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact Committee staff at (202) 224-5175.

Sincerely,
Aot ) [
17748
Joni K. Emst Rand Paul, M.D.
4 Chair Chairman
.S. Senate Committee on U.S. Senate Committee on

Small Business & Entrepreneurship Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs




WERE WHITE HOUSE STAFF INVOLVED IN RECORDS CONCEALMENT EFFORTS?

In SBA General Counsel Hamilton’s May 4" email, item number 7 reads “WH has been
engaged. Need to inform WH as decisions are made. No further action required.” WH is usually
shorthand for the White House and that would fit the context of her email. If the Biden White
House was informed through emails that also referred to Planned Parenthood’s SBA loan
decisions as “Benghazi,” White House officials may also have helped conceal official federal
records.

From: Hamilton, Peggy Delinois <Peggy.Hamilton@sba.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 12:07 PM

To: Griffin, Antwaun D. <Antwaun.Griffin@sba.gov>; Kelley, Patrick <Patrick.Kelley@sba.gov=; Krupnick, Daniel E. {Temp) <Daniel.Krupnick@sba.gov>; Corley,
Kendall L. <kendall.Corley@sba.gov>; Wheeler, Kevin J. <Kevin.Wheeler@sba.gov>

Subject: RE: Benghazi (PPP/PPH) Decisions

Importance: High

Attorney/Client Communication
Privileged and Canfidential

Greetings,

Thank you all for a good meeting last night.Here is what | have as our decisions. The order tracks the decision tree below.
1. OCA/OGC will begin work on reviewing loans to non profit PPP applicants to decision whether affiliation bars eligibility. 0GC will provide legal
guidance to OCA on affiliation rules as applicable to non profit organizations. OCA will decision consistent with guidance.
2. SBA will not “investigate” prior decisions. SBA will continue to administer loan reviews consistent with applicable law and published guidance.
3. SBA will not provide any documentation concerning any individual borrowern fact such documentation lies with the Lender (SBA only guarantees
the debt) and is considered confidential by Lenders (like any loan application).
4. Consistent with loan review process described in #1, hold codes will be released. Requires manual review. Timeline TBD.
5. OGC will draft a letter to respond to applicant responses to May 2020 OCA letter. Said letter will describe process of loan reviews and encourage
applicants to continue following the process outlined in published guidance.
6. OGC will draft a letter to respond to Hill inquirieSaid letter will mimic the substance of the letter described in #5 above.
7. WH has been engaged. Need to inform WH as decisions are made. No further action required.
8. NEW ITEM: | have confirmed the existence of documentation on SBA website that states that PPH is ineligible.l advise that the documentation be
removed from our website.

Let me know if you have any concerns with the approach or additional items for consideration.

Many thanks,
Peggy

Peggy Delinois Hamilton

General Counsel

U.S. Small Business Administration
202

Peggy.Hamilton@sba.gov

Any DOJ inquiry into potential Federal Records Act violations should also investigate whether
other Biden officials, including those outside the SBA, were looped into email chains, records
which we do not have—possibly because they too were concealed under the “Benghazi” title.

A $120+ MILLION DECISION MADE THE STAKES HIGH

Adding to the seriousness of the potential concealment of federal records is the high financial
stakes, especially for a political ally of the Biden administration.

According to SBA 2021 figures, Planned Parenthood and Planned Parenthood affiliates received
over $81.1 million in the first round of PPP loans.? The Biden Administration provided another



$9.1 million in funding to them in 2021, bringing the total to over $90 million to 46 entities.?® If
Planned Parenthood and its affiliates were required to pay the taxpayers back for their PPP loans,
that would have cost them over $90 million. After Biden officials allowed various Planned
Parenthoods to draw down a second round of PPP small business loans, applications were

. . 27
reportedly more than $120 million. Federally guaranteed loans received. Our analysis of SBA loan data found that as of May 1,

2023, 1,150 of the 1,521 Health Centers and 38 of the 55 Planned Parenthood affiliates in our
review received an estimated $2.6 billion in SBA-guaranteed loans through the Paycheck

We now know that after the SBA Biden Protection Program, which are fully forgivable if certain conditions are met. This estimated
. . amount represents approximately 0.32 percent of the total amount lent through the program.27
ofﬁ01als met, planned, and Strateglzed (OVCI' Of the total amount lent to the organizations, $2.5 billion of the value of the loans plus incurred
“Benghazi”) keeping the White House interest had been approved for forgiveness. (See table 7 and enclosures Il and Il for more
b

. ; T i information on these federally guaranteed loans.)
involved, approximately $90 million in
Table 7: Estimated Paycheck Protection Program Loan Amounts Received by and Forgiven for Health

Planned Parenthood SBA PPP loans and Centers and Planned Parenthood Federation of America Affiliates, as of May 1, 2023

1 : Dollars in milli
interest on the loans were forgiven by the o mization

Organization Loan amounts Loan amounts forgiven®
3 s . 28 received
Blden admlnlStratlon Health Centers® 2,473.64 244925
Planned Parenthood affiliates 89.30 90.41
Total 2,562.94 2,539.66

American taxpayers ultimately covered
more than $90 million in COVID_era Source: GAQ analysis of Small Business Administration data. | GAO-24-106215

salaries for abortion providers and staff who remained home during the pandemic response. For
many Americans who value the protection of life, one small consolation during an
extraordinarily difficult time may be the possibility of lives preserved, and families spared
profound loss while clinics closed and workers stayed home in an effort to slow the spread of
COVID-19. Even so, hard-earned tax dollars from everyday Americans should not have been
directed toward large abortion-providing businesses, especially when many view such funding as
benefiting organizations closely aligned with the Biden administration’s political priorities.

Forgiving over $90 million of federal SBA loans to Planned Parenthood had nothing to do with
Benghazi. So, again, why were Biden officials hiding their email records under the title

“Benghazi”?

THE REFERRAL

The emails and electronic meeting records referenced in this letter provide strong evidence that
SBA officials may have violated federal law by concealing or attempting to conceal federal
records and by seeking to evade Congressional and public record inquiries. It is imperative that
DOJ investigate the actions of the then-SBA General Counsel, the SBA Administrator, and their
colleagues and, if proven, ensure that they are held accountable to the fullest extent of the law.

With the records detailed here, and many more I’ve obtained, perhaps now we know why the
Biden administration did not want to share its Planned Parenthood records with Congress.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter, please do not hesitate to contact me if you
have any questions.

Sincerely,

L it

Joni K. Ernst
United States Senator
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