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December 11, 2025

The Honorable Brooke Rollins

Secretary

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Rollins,

We are writing to encourage the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to continue prioritizing
an avian flu vaccine strategy that takes into account a comprehensive, science-based approach
for the potential vaccination of poultry and livestock that have been impacted by this disease. We
have appreciated your commitment to addressing avian flu thus far in your tenure as Secretary,
including the release of the Department’s February 26, 2025, “Five-Pronged Approach to
Address Avian Flu”.

Since the beginning of this outbreak in 2022, avian flu has impacted more than 184.03 million
birds in 1,905 flocks, including more than 21.1 million turkeys and 141.1 million layers, and
1,083 dairy herds across the country. Avian flu infections have already begun to increase as
winter approaches, and it is essential that USDA take renewed action to address and fight this
virus.

The USDA recently noted that a draft proposal of an avian flu vaccine strategy for poultry was
currently under review, and we strongly urge the Department to advance this review process with
speed and diligence, while allowing for proactive consultation with affected stakeholders. Any
finalized vaccine strategy must take into account feedback from animal health stakeholders,
industry experts, and be grounded in sound science. It must also be comprehensive in scope,
addressing all impacted species, including turkeys and egg-laying hens. Once a vaccine is
developed and USDA has confirmed its safety and efficacy, a vaccine strategy for dairy cattle
should also be prioritized. We encourage the Department to work closely with trading partners
and impacted producers to fully assess and manage any potential trade implications. Finally, as
the USDA rolls out any avian flu vaccine strategys, it is critical that clear and transparent
communication to producers, veterinarians, and state animal health officials, along with direct
guidance and resources, are in place.
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We value USDA’s continued action to curb the spread of avian flu. Producers, veterinarians, and
the American public depend on timely, science-based action to safeguard animal health and
protect our nation’s food security. As we prepare and respond to the resurgence of this virus, a
thoughtful and comprehensive vaccine strategy will strengthen our ability to fight and mitigate
avian flu.

Thank you for your continued attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,
¢
Amy KIoBuchar M. Michael Rounds
United States Senator United States Senator
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United States Senator
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United States Senator
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Mark R. Warner
United States Senator
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United States Senator
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United States Senator
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Charles E. Grassley
United States Senator
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United States Senator



