Mnited States Snate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

April 13, 2020
The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Majority Leader Minority Leader
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510
The Honorable Richard Shelby The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman Vice Chairman
United States Senate Committee on United States Senate Committee on
Appropriations Appropriations
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Leader McConnell, Leader Schumer, Chairman Shelby, and Vice Chairman Leahy:

We writeto respectfully request that any future legislation to address the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic (COVID19) provides funding to support victims and survivors of domestic violence
and sexual assaulhcluding through programs authorized by Yhelence Agaist Women Act
(VAWA). At a time when people who experience domestic violence are at increased risk, and
requests fosexual assault ardbmestic violenceelated services have sharply increased,
additional funding for these programs is critical.

On Sundg, April 5, 2020,the United Nations Secreta@eneralAntonio Guterregalled for
governments around the world to help address
violence” by making services for victims and
plansforCOVID1 9. " The United St at pinthmaeffertbyde monstr at
continuing to provide the additional resources needed to suppisk &milies and childreh.

Historically, instances of domestic violence have increased in times of national-amsighis

crisis may be particularly dangerous p&ople who experience domestic violence. Following the
urging of public health officialsgpproximately95% of Americans are now living under a stay
at-home order to help prevent the spread of the ViBigt for many, home is not a safe place.
Reports sggest thatbusers are using COVAI to isolate their victims, withhold financial

! Scott NeumanNPR Glbbal Lockdowns Resulting In 'Horrifying Surge' In Domestic Violence, U.N. Warns

(April 6, 2020).https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirlige-updates/2020/04/06/827908402/glelmaikdowns
resultingin-horrifying-surgein-domestieviolenceu-n-warns

2 Holly Secon and Aylin WoodwardBusiness Insider “ About 95% of Americans have b
Home. This Map Shows which Cities and States are wunder
https://www.businessinsideom/usmapstayathomeorderslockdowns202G-3
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https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/06/827908402/global-lockdowns-resulting-in-horrifying-surge-in-domestic-violence-u-n-warns
https://www.businessinsider.com/us-map-stay-at-home-orders-lockdowns-2020-3

resources, and refuse medical &Rape crisis centers are seeing increased need for services and
are confrontingcomplex andlifficult requests. And in communities acroske country, local
law enforcement agencies are receiving an increased number of domestic vielateckcalls.

Domestic violence service providers across the country are facing funding and staffing
challenges related to the pandemic and have secraased need for services including crisis
intervention, shelter and transitional housing, and legal assisRape.crisis centers need
funding to shift their services from-jmerson to virtual and meet the emergency needs of
survivors.This strain omresources is expected to disproportionally impact traditionally
underserved populatiossich as black and Latino communities as well as pedpdelivein

rural areas.

American Indian and AlasKgative communities in particular face disparities in shelter
capacity and resources that have beacerbatedy the virus, and many of these communities
already experience overcrowding in homes and a lack of sanitation services. We &skdhat
soveeignty is acknowledgednd that the federal government fulfill its trust responsibility to
Indian Tribesby providing equitable resourcesAmericanindian and AlaskdNative

communities taddresslomestic violenceShelters and fibal advocacy programs are often all
that stand between safety and Native women going miasiagr murderedMMIW) . In

addition, because many ruraildal communities lack the necessary infrastructure to take
advantage of interndtased optionsye askthat there be outreach to these communities whether
from the federal departments or through enlistment of technical advisers who have established
relationships with many of these communities.

We appreciate that ti@oronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economicc8ety (CARES) Agbrovided

$45 million for domestic violence services funded througtFtaily Violence Prevention and
Services Acand $2 million for the National Domestic Violence Hotline. While this funding
provides critical resources, the legislatiid not include any additional support &exual

assault odomestic violenceelated programs funded through the Department of Justice. These
programs deliver essential support that is particularly needed at this time, including support for
sexual assduservice providers, law enforcement, and transitional housing programs, as well as
for organizations that address the needsoaimunities of color andnderserved populations.

Therefore, we respectfully request that any future legislation to add@agddE19 include the
following:

Support through the Department of Justice
1 Atleast $100 million for the Sexual Assault Service Program;

3 National Domestic Violence Hotline “ St ayi ng Sai@” DuMamgh CO¥J D2020) .
https://www.thehotline.org/2020/03stayingsafeduringcovid-19/

4 National Alliance to End Sexual Violence “ Re s pondiln9g tRa pEOMIrD sis Centers &
(April 6, 2020).https://www.raliance.org/wp

content/uploads/2020/04/NAESVCovid4RapeCrisisCenterSurveyFinal.pdf

5 Tyler KingkadeNBC News “ Pol ice see rise in domestic violence ca
2020).https://www.nbcnews.com/newsfasws/policeseerise-domestieviolencecallsamid-coronavirus

lockdownn1176151
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1 Atleast $225 million for VAWA STOP Grantsith a priority on flexible funding for
victim service providers, with #&ast 20 percent of the funding for eligible entities under
34 U.S.C. § 20124(c) and equitable distribution of funding between services for victims
of domestic violencandsexual assaylt
1 Atleast $10 million for Grants for Outreach and Services to Wedeed Populations;
and,
At least $40 million to VAWA TransitiorldHousing Assistance Grants.
We also request that the matching fund requirements for the Victims of Crime Act grants
be waived during this crisis to more quick

E

Setaside assistance for Tribes and Tribal Organizations
1T VAWA programs:
o $22.5 million for grants to Tribal governments;
o $10 million to Tribes under the Sexual Assault Services Program;
0 $3 million to Tribal jurisdiction; and
o $3 million to Tribal coalitions.
1 Office of Victims of Crime: $16,765,000 additional set aside for Tribal governments.

As we work together to address the health, wellness, and economic security of all Americans,
we urge you to support victims and survivors of domestic violandesexual assaulthank
you for your attention to this important matter and your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

/s/ Amy Klobuchar /sl Lisa Murkowski /s/Robert P. Casey, Jr.
United States Senator United States Senator United StateSenator

/s/ Dianne Feinstein /s/ Joni Ernst

United StateSenator United States Senator

/s/ Tom Udall /s/ Thom Tillis

United StateSenator United States Senator

/s/ Richard J. Durbin /s/ Steve Daines

United StateSenator United StateSenator

/sl Sheldon Whitehouse /sl Mike Crapo

United StateSenator United States Senator



/sl Christopher A. Coons
United StateSenator

/s/ Mazie K. Hirono
United StateSenator

/sl Kamala D. Harris
United StateSenator

/s/ Catherine Cortez Masto
United StateSenator

/s/Bernard Sanders
United StateSenator

/sl Christopher S. Murphy
United StateSenator

/s/ Tim Kaine
United StateSenator

/sl Jacky Rosen
United StateSenator

/s/Kirsten Gillibrand
United StateSenator

/sl Angus S. King, Jr.
United StateSenator

/s/ RobertMenendez
United StateSenator

/s/ Jack Reed
United StateSenator

/s/Richard Blumenthal
United States Senator

/sl Cory A. Booker
United States Senator

/s/Jon Tester
United States Senator

/s/ Tina Smith
United States Senator

/sl Tammy Baldwin
United States Senator

/s/ Elizabeth Warren
United States Senator

/sl Margret Wood Hassan
United States Senator

/s/Edward J. Markey
United States Senator

/s/ Tammy Duckworth
United States Senator

/s/Ron Wyden
United States Senator

/s/ Mark R. Warner
United States Senator

/s/ Martin Heinrich
United States Senator



/s/ Sherrod Brown /s/ Debbie Stabenow

United State$Senator United States Senator
/s/ MichaelF. Bennet sl Jeffey A. Merkley
United StateSenator United States Senator
/s/ Chris Van Hollen /sl Kyrsten Sinema
United StateSenator United States Senator

Cc:

The Honorablderry Moran Chairman, Subcommittee @ommerceJustice, Sciencend
Related Agencies, United States Senate Appropriations Committee

The Honorabledeanne ShahegRanking Member, Subcommittee Gommerce, Justice,
Scienceand Related Agencies, United States Senate Appropriations Committee

The Honoral® Nancy Pelosi, Speaker, United States House of Representatives

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy, Minority Leader, United States House of Representatives



