Mnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 11, 2020
The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Charles Schumer
Majority Leader Minority Leader
United States Senate United States Senate

Dear Leader McConnell and Leader Schumer:

As you consider an additional emergency recopaigkage in response to the COVID
pandemic, we urge you to include at least $200 million in funding for diaper assistance through
the Social Services Block Grant (SSBG).

COVID-19 has forced working families into dire circumstances. Even as parentayfaife and
unprecedented unemployment numbegsent reportindpas shown a run on diapers from
stockpiling and supply chain issuelgavingfamilies unsure if they will be able to access diapers
for their children.Prior tothe COVID-19 pandemig¢ surveydndicatedthat one in threéamilies

in the United Statewith young childrercould notafford an adequate supply of diagétsvhich
costs abou$18 per weel to keep their child clean, drgnd healthy. The lowestincome

families pay an even high#nanaverage pricéor diapers because they do not have access to
money saving alternatives such as bulk buying or online shopping thagdrare costd ow-
income familiesspend about 14 percemittheir income on diapers, accordinghe Bureau of
Labor Statistcs, often making parents literally choose between groceries and dfapers.

Furthermore, child care operators generally require families f@ysdisposable diapers and will
not carefor childrenwithout them. Wien parents cannot aftbdiapers, they also miss work
studyby The Diaper Bank o€onnecticut found that when diaper need was a barrier to child
care, adults missed an average of four workdays a metaking access to these services is
especiallyimperative for our essential workess that theichildrencanbe accepted into gaare
or childcare facilities. Esential workes shouldnot haveto worry aboutliaper needhecominga
barrierfor accessing childcare.
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Our communities are fortunate to have the suppaatradtwork oihonprofit communitybased
diaper banks, which distributeore tharB0 million diapers annuallyYet, even before the
COVID-19 pandemic hithonprofit diaper banHistribution only met five to six percent of
diaper need. Most diaper banks, which were already oversubscribed and had waiting lists for
partner agenes,arenow facing severeupply shortages due to the demand incregsmore
families experience job loss during this panderidiaper bank in Southern Maine, for
example, expects to exhaust a new donation of 260,000 diapmrghly the size of their
average annual distributidhin just the next few month®iaper banks have also had to cancel
diaper drives, volunteer events, and fundraisers in order to gamtpl social distancing orders
resulting in a reduction of available suppliBespite this stia, many diapebanksare working
hard to adapt to social distanciggidelines such as th&astern lowa Diaper Bankhich has
movedto drivethroughservice, distributing1,600 diaperand 824 packages of wipssice
March 23rdN up from their average 15,000 diapers per month.

A clean diapefa necessity for the health and wedling of every young chilBis a basic need.
Yet, thereis no diaper equivalent federal programs such as tBapplemental Nutrition
Assistancd’rogram(SNAP) orWomen, Infants, and Children (WIC) that assists with other
infant and child needsncluding food Providing $200 million througthe SSBG,supplying

$150 million for diaper purchasing and $50 million to distribution and adirétion, would

allow nonprofit diaper banks to distribué®0 million diapers, meeting an additional 40 to 55
percent of preCOVID-19 demangdand furthering the ability of parents and caregivers to return
to work and provide the basic necessities thanilfas require to thriveA studyconducted on

The Diaper Bank of Connecticut found that eva@ollar spent providing families with diapers
created $11 of economic returns in the form of increased hours worked, increased spending,
educational advancement, and higher wéges.

We urge you to prioritize the need of lamcome families and frodtne workerswho are in
critical need of diaper assistance to provide for the Inesglfety and economic securitf their
children.We thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
Senator Christopher S. Murphy Senator Joni K. Ernst
Senator Robert Casey, Jr. Senator Susan M. Collins
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand Senator Kevin Cramer
SenatofTammy Baldwin SenatofThom Tilis
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