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OPENING STATEMENT

Today,we are holding a hearing to conduct oversight of the
Army Corps of Engineersod manag
River Basin flooding floodingthathas caused at least $1.6
billion in damages in lowd want to emphasize that this hearing
i s NOT just i n the pastdtensecée
people are hurting, the floodwaters are still in homes and
neighborhoodsand lives have yet to be rebulltvant to thank
Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper for
recognizing the importance of this issue and giving me the
opportunity to chair thifield hearing inlowa, just down the
road from Montgomery County, wheek have spent most of my
| 1 f e. | t6s one thing to have a
thisinD.Co buti t 6s t hat much better t
heaing to thepeopk mostmpacted.

It 6s nice to see so mMdamyof f ami
you have lived along the Missouri, for most, if not all of your

ivessYouove |Iived through these d



wantanswers from th€orpsabout how itmanages the river
and how it plans to prevent flood events in the future.

Thi s committee has oversight
activities, including floodisk managemerdnd dam operations
and todayCorps officials will respond to our most pressing
guestionsHaving your farmland, homes, and businesses flooded
outeveryfewgar s cannot become a Af a
live in the vicinity of the Missouri River. Thisend offlood and
rebuild, flood and rebuilghust endIf $1.6 billion plusin
damages to our state is the best the Corps can do in a situation
like thisd that is simply unacceptable.

| 6d be |Idie datkhdaviedgé our two lowa
witnesses here today: Hamburg Mayor Cathy Crain and Fremont
Countyfarmer and community advocdteo Ettlena n . | 6d h
a hard time thinking of any better witnesses to provied t
perspectives on thigarticulartopic. Both know the river as well
as anyone and have been on the front lines of flood esadts
river management issueser the yearslhe flood waters in
Hambur g st i Ireceddiang Mayar Crairf has béen
working around the clock to help with the recovery effort.
thank her for being willing to testify today, as her voice is an
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important one for this committee and the Corps to Hesr.is a
sixth generation farmer from Fremont County and has been
activein all things related tthe management of the Missou
look forwardto hearing theitestimony later this morning.also
want to acknowledge the state and local officialattendance,
including Governor Kim Reynold3 hank you allfor being
here.

Theconversatiowe 0 | | haveisgangone mor ni
conversation in a broader dialogue about solutions that will help
lowans and all folks impacted in the Midwedstd hopeful that
what we learn fromt o d dgarngwill help shed light on what

those solutions may be.



